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For Release 
February 9, 2024
Decatur Rotary Club Hosts Dekalb County 
2024 PAGE STAR Award Winners
Decatur Rotary Club along with PAGE (Professional Association of Georgia Educators) invested in the future by recognizing top students and teachers of Dekalb County by hosting the STAR (Student Teacher Achievement Recognition) awards.

Decatur, Georgia—Historic Dekalb Courthouse, February 9, 2024: The Rotary Club of Decatur, GA welcomed the top students and teachers of Dekalb County to the Historic Dekalb County Courthouse for a festive awards event.  

Over lunch and congratulations by dignitaries such as Andrea Arnold, City Manager of the City of Decatur, the students and teachers received their STAR certificates, Chik Fil A gifts and each high school winner had their pictures taken.  Ms. Arnold acknowledged the thought on everyone’s mind that afternoon that these students and teachers are wonderful representatives of our community.  Honored guests included Dr. Gyimah Whitaker, Superintendent, Decatur City Schools and Dr. Devon Horton, Superintendent of Dekalb County Schools as well as many school board members from Decatur and Dekalb.

Each student was given a few moments to thank their STAR teachers that they nominated for making an impact on their education and lives.  They also told the large crowd about their next steps as students as well as what they enjoy doing when not studying. 

Several students and teachers were ‘System STAR Students’ who now go on to compete for region-wide honors within the 12 STAR Regions.  They are:  
· STAR Student: Gordon Lichtstein; Teacher: Henry TSAY, Decatur High School
· STAR Student: Micah Burton; Teacher: Dr. Christopher Smith, Druid Hills High School 
“Rotary is honored to host this fantastic community and county-wide event. We are all uplifted and encouraged to see and hear from some of the brightest students in our community as well as the fantastic teachers that inspire these students.  It’s also what Decatur Rotary is all about.  Since 1938 we’ve worked hard to promote literacy and to be an advocate for our youth in the Dekalb community” said Rotary STAR Chair, Mr. Timothy Martin.



The PAGE STAR Award Winners
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PAGE STAR Students and Teachers pose with their award certificates on the Historic Dekalb Courthouse steps after the awards ceremony.  
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Thanks to sponsors of the event:
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About the PAGE STAR Program
The PAGE Student Teacher Achievement Recognition (STAR) program honors Georgia’s highest achieving high school seniors and the teachers who have been most instrumental in their academic development. Since its creation in 1958 by the Georgia Chamber of Commerce, the STAR (Student Teacher Achievement Recognition) program has honored nearly 29,000 students, who have in turn chosen their STAR Teachers to share in this recognition.

About the Rotary Club of Decatur, GA
The Rotary Club of Decatur has grown from its humble origins in 1938 with its original membership of 19 members to over 100 today. Decatur Rotary is a diverse group of business, community, and local government leaders. Inclusion and diversity are at the core of the Decatur Rotary Club. The Club meets in the historic Decatur Courthouse which is home to the Dekalb History Center. Decatur Rotarians gather each Friday at 12:15 PM.
###


www.decaturrotaryga.org

For More Information:

Dudley Larus, Rotary Club of Decatur Communications
678-863-4239
dudleylarus@gmail.com
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Today’s Honorees

STAR School
Arabia Mountai High School
Ben Frankin Academy.

Cedar Grove High School
Chamblee Charter High School
Carkston High School
Columbia Kigh School

Cross Keys High School
Decatur High School

Dekalb Early Callege Academy
DeKalb School ofthe Arts
Druid Hils High School
Dunwoody High School
Lakeside High School
Lakeside High School

Lithonia High School
Marist School

Marist School

Martin Luther King, J. Kigh School
McNair High School

Miller Grove High School

Redan High School

Redan High School

Southwest Dekalb High School

St Pius X Catholic High School
Stephenson High School

Stone Mountain High School
Tapestry Public Charter School
Towers High School

Tucker High School

WD. Mohammed High School

STAR Student STAR Teacher
Tim Nguyen Shenica Bridges Mathieu
Jayden Torres Odom Alexandra Correa
Eljah Paul Scott Titany Woolard
Paul Thomas Friingos Gregory Valley
Kennedy Edge Yomini Mital
Zoe Amarise Carter Lauren Lopez
Janet Uriostegui-Escobar Josh Weddie
Gordon Lichtstein Henry Tsay
Cindy Le. Samara Zeiger
EvalLily Jane Kaufmann Shana Hunt Martin
Micah Burton Christopher Smith
Mahatma Kolla Mohan Sadhasivan
i Habin Yoo Taria Murphy
Zachary Dale Murphey. Taria Murphy
Deandra Kerrian Ciara Smith Todd Finn
Aexandra Park Treanor Jeanette Stewart
Brennan Robert Ujda Shannon Hipp
Erin Sanag Simmons. Tromas Cooper
Danielle Georgette Bucharan Ashely Davis
Jakvon King Jones Cole Jones-Ford
ChiChoo Eizabeth Jones
Ceony Nicole Jones Pamela Floy-Johnson
Autumn Luke Tifany Parsons
Vincent Casal Lesley Bowman
Morgan Malanie Shepperd Jasmine Bright
Matthew Abdulafiz Kedir Alexander Holmes
Emerson Adcock Jesse Gelbaum
Trystan A, Davy Phyiis Gray-Butts
Vivian Diep Mark Johnson
Zakirah Mivhammad Plemon El-Amin
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